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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, BQG, EEC 

SUBJECT: JENKINS TO VISIT BERLIN 

SUMMARY: EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT JENKINS HAS BEEN 
INVITED BY MAYOR STOBBE TO VISIT BERLIN IN MID-APRIL 
WHERE HE MAY DELIVER A SPEECH ON EC DIRECT ELECTIONS. THE 
BONN GROUP HAS AGREED THAT JENKINS' TREATMENT OF SUCH 
A TOPIC COULD BE POLITICALLY SENSITIVE. THE FRG HAS 
PROMISED TO INFORM THE BONN GROUP AFTER IT HAS LEARNED 
MORE ABOUT JENKINS' PLANS. END SUMMARY 

1 . AT THE FEBRUARY 21 BONN GROUP MEETING, THE FRENCH 
REP (RICHARD) ASKED ABOUT UNOFFICIAL REPORTS THAT 
EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT JENKINS INTENDED TO VISIT BERLIN 
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IN THE SPRING. THE FRG REP (VON BRAUNMUEHL) RESPONDED 
THAT THE FRG HAD BEEN INFORMED BY A MEMBER OF JENKINS' 

CABINET THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS PLANNING TO VISIT BERLIN 
ON APRIL 13-14 AT THE INVITATION OF MAYOR STOBBE. 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE VISIT WERE BEING MADE BY THE 
BERLIN BRANCH OFFICE (MR. FREISBERG) OF THE EC COMMISSION 
PRESS AND INFORMATION OFFICE IN BONN. 
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2. RICHARD ASKED IF JENKINS' VISIT TO GREEN WEEK 
WAS THE ONLY ONE HE HAD PAID TO BERLIN SINCE HIS 
ASSUMPTION OF THE EC PRESIDENCY. VON BRAUNMUEHL SAID 
HE BELIEVED THAT WAS CORRECT. 

3. RICHARD ALSO INQUIRED ABOUT JENKINS' PURPOSE IN 
COMING TO BERLIN. VON BRAUNMUEHL REPLIED THAT HE HAD 
BEEN TOLD THAT JENKINS MIGHT PRESENT AN ADDRESS ON EC 
DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE BERLIN "EC ELECTION COMMITTEE," 

ONE OF SEVERAL PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS THROUGHOUT THE EC 
INTERESTED IN PROMOTING EUROPEAN INTEGRATION. BOTH 
THE COMMISSION AND JENKINS HIMSELF SEEMED INTERESTED 
IN THE SPEECH TO THE ELECTION COMMITTEE. THE SENAT 
SEEMED TO FAVOR INSTEAD A SPEECH ON AN ECONOMIC TOPIC 
BEFORE THE BERLIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. NO FINAL DECISION, 
HOWEVER, HAD BEEN MADE ON WHAT HE WOULD DO IN BERLIN. 

4. VON BRAUNMUEHL SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY FELT IT 
WOULD BE POLITICALLY INOPPORTUNE FOR JENKINS TO SPEAK 
ABOUT DIRECT ELECTIONS IN BERLIN. HE ASKED FOR ALLIED 
VIEWS. 

5. THE UK REP (EYERS) SAID HE CONSIDERED IT A VERY 
POOR IDEA. FOR POLITICAL REASONS, HE BELIEVED THAT, 
WHENEVER POSSIBLE, COMMOTION CONCERNINQ BERLIN SHOULD 
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BE AVOIDED. RICHARD AND THE U.S. REP ALSO EXPRESSED 
ON A PERSONAL BASIS THE OPINION THAT IT WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE IF JENKINS AVOIDED THE SUBJECT OF EC DIRECT 
ELECTIONS WHILE IN BERLIN. 

6. ALL REPS AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO OBTAIN 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT JENKINS’ VISIT. VON BRAUNMUEHL 
SAID THE FRG WOULD DO SO AND REPORT BACK TO THE BONN 
GROUP. 
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